US007865405B2

a2 United States Patent (10) Patent No.: US 7,865,405 B2
Hendricks et al. 45) Date of Patent: Jan. 4, 2011
(54) ELECTRONIC BOOK HAVING ELECTRONIC (52) US.CL oot 705/26
COMMERCE FEATURES (58) Field of Classification Search 705/26,
705/27
(75) Inventors: John S. Hendricks, Potomac, MD (US); See application file for complete search history.
Michael L. Asmussen, Herndon, VA .
(US); John S. McCoskey, Castle Rock, (56) References Cited
CO (US) U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

3,860,873 A 1/1975 Ringstad

(73) Assignee: Discovery Patent Holdings, LL.C, 3.891.792 A 6/1975 Kimura

Silver Spring, MD (US)
(Continued)
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

patent is extended or adjusted under 35

U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. CA 2044574 12/1992
(21)  Appl. No.: 12/391,044 (Continued)
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

(22) Filed: Feb. 23, 2009
Cerf, V. et al., “A protocol for Packet Network Intercommunication,”
(65) Prior Publication Data May 1974, IEEE Transactions on Communications col. COM-22,

No. 5, 637-647.
US 2009/0216623 Al Aug. 27,2009
(Continued)

Related U.S. Application Data Primary Examiner—Amee A Shah
(63) Continuation of application No. 09/441,892, filed on (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Arent Fox LLP
Nov. 17, 1999, now Pat. No. 7,509,270, which is a
continuation-in-part of application No. 09/191,520, (57 ABSTRACT

filed on Nov. 13, 1998, now abandoned, and a continu- . . . . o
ation-in-part of application No. 08/906,469, filed on A viewer for displaying an electronic book and providing for

Aug. 5, 1997, now Pat. No. 6,408,437, and a continu- electronic commerce. In conjunction with viewing an elec-
ation-in-part of application No. 08/336,247, filed on tronic book, a user can view information about products and
Nov. 7, 1994, now Pat. No. 5,986,690, and a continu- services, view an on-line electronic catalog, and receive
ation-in-part of application No. 08/160,194, filed on samples of products available for purchase. By enteripg a
Dec. 2, 1993, now Pat. No. 5,990,927, and a continu- purchase request, the user can purchase products or services.

ation-in-part of application No. PCT/US93/11606 In the case of a digital product, the user can download the
filed on Dec. 2, 1993, and a continuation-in-part 0% purchased product directly into the viewer. The viewer also

application No. 07/991,074, filed on Dec. 9, 1992, now records statistics concerning purchase and information
T ’ ’ requests in order to recommend related products or services,

abandoned. 510 | )
or for directing particular types of advertisements to the user.
(51) Int.ClL
G060 30/00 (2006.01) 18 Claims, 68 Drawing Sheets

Display Order
Fom

812 1 a6

&=

Optionaly Encrypt Order and Generate
a Digital Signature.

3618

Digplay Error
Message

¥

END

2622

YES %628

Dstermine Whether to Accept Offered Prics ( | Display indication
Basad on Fartcular Griteria of Non-Acospiance

YES
Display Indlotion of Accsptance



